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Six rubber (Hevea brasiffensis) clones were cvaluated for garly growth performance over 3 period of four yrars, in
Hastar region in cenlral eastern Tndia. The variation of the clones in growth and motphological characters was
assessed. The clone RRIT 118, followed by RRII 208 exhibited relatively higher growth during the immarure phase

under che siress conditions of the Tegion.
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INTRODUCTTON

The growing demand for natural rub-
ber (Hevea brasifiensis) in India and limited
scope for further expansion in cultivadon in
the traditional regions (8 to 12¢ W of lari-
tudc), compelled v explote alternative areas
in nun-traditional regions of India where near
tropical climatic condition exist {Sethuraj e
al, 1991}, One of the regions selected for
the purpose was Bastar in central-eastern
India. [n this region, high summer tempera-
rure, prolonged severe soil moisture defiat,
moderare winter temperatuze and high wind
velocity are the major constraines that may
cureal the prowth and yield of rubber. The
effect of envirenmental constraints on early
growth of certain clones in dry sub-humid
climate in non-traditional regions have been
reported {(Sethuraj er 4, 1991; Nazoer ez af,
1992, Chandrashekar et af., 1996;

Meenattor et «f, 2000 and Gupra and
Edathil, 2601). However, rcports on com-
parative performance of popular clones at
immature phase under environmental con-
straints are rarher limited. This is the firsc
ever report on the early growth characreris-
tics of ubber clones in the warm dry sub-
humid climate of Bastar region,

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The study was conducted in Regional
Research Station of the Rubber Research
Instirute of India at Sukma (1995'N, 8292°E,
202 m MSL) in Bastar reglon of central-east-
¢rn India. Two primary and four secondary
clones were included in this sudy Mable 1).
The field planting was laid our in random-
ized blocks with ewe replicadions. The rree
spacing adopted was 4.9 m x 4.9 m with
plots camprising of 10 plants sach. The
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