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Tncidence of mistleroe on nine cubber elones consisting of three axotic {PR 107, RRIM 707 und GT 1) and six clones
developed by Rubler Research Institute of Nigeria (Nig 800, Nig 801, Nig 802, Mig 803, Nig 804 and Nig 865) were
cvaluaced. The effect of misdeew on rubber production was alse studied. GT 1 was more susceptible followed by
Mig 801 with discaye indices of 19.22 and 12.23 per cent resprecively. RRIM 707 recorded the lowest disease index
{2.37%), There was no corclation betwern misderoe infestation and yield in the cfone GT 1.
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Para rubber (Hevea brasifiensic Muell.
Arg.) is prone to severzl discases caused by
pathogens and parasites under adverse envi-
ronmental conditions. In Nigeria, mistletoe
{Family:; Loranthaceae, Genus:
Phragmanthera) is the only phanerogamic
parasite recorded that affects rubber trees
(Begho er 2f, 1998; 2002), They are found
on trees from the sccond year of field estab-
lishmene. As a resule of infestation they cause
significant economic damage to the host
plants (Overfield er al, 1998; Begho er al,
2002}, This paper evaluates the suscepri-
bility of nine rubber clones tw mistletoe in-
festation and its possible effects on latex yield
of clone GT 1. :

The experiment was conducted in the
rubber clone garden of the Rubber Research
Tnstiture of Nigeria (RRIN) planted in 1991
and opened for tapping in 1998, Ninc rub-
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ber clones {Nig 800, Nig 801, MNig 802, Nig
803, Nig 804, Nig 805, PR 107, RRIM
707 and GT 1} planted in a randomized
complete block design was used for the smudy:
Each clone was replicated four times with
21 rows each of 22 trees per experimental
unit. The plant spacing was 3.34 x 6.7 m.

Eighty four trees (4 trees x 21 rows)
were randomly evaluated per block for mistle-
toe infestation.  Assessments of infestation
were done by using the disease scote-rating
chart from which infestation indices were
calculated according to Pray {1990) and
Ogbebor and Adclunle (2005), The ratings
were ( = no infestation, ! = mild infestation
{1-5 infestadion spots), 2 = moderatt infes-
tation {5-10 infestation spots) and 3 = se-
vere infestarion (10 and above infestation
spots). The percentage infesmtion index was
worked out uging the formula,
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