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INTROBUCTION

The high demand for cereals as [ood
for increasing human population bave re-
duced ils availability as feed for livestock,
The scarch for alrernare protein sources in
amimal feeds have led to the use of uncen-
ventional teeds (Ivayc and lewe, 1994},
These unconventional feeds include cassava
peels, sorghum spenr grains, whear offal and
rubber seed meal, _

Ruhber seeds have been used for feed-
ing livestock including manogasiric animal
species (Ong and Yeong, 1977;: Rajaguru
and Ravindran, 1979; Nwololo, 1987, [y
et «f, 20017, One of the main consueaine
of rubber scod meal is irs cyanogenic glyco-
sides and cyunide concent. Despitc this con-
straing same processors of lvestock feed in
Nigeria are incorporating rubber seed and
other cvanogenic plant materials In various
animal feeds (Qkafor and Nwabuko, 2003).
Although cases of casualty due 1o livestock

an

with cyanogenic plant materials have ocea-
sionally been repotted, the quantcy of ¢y-
anogens in most of the feed marterials is not
derermined. High levels of cyanegens in
livestock freds used 1o Nigeria that could
cause wxicity have been reported (Ckafor and
Nwubuka, 2003).

The proesent paper evaluaces the re-
duction cyatide duting oven drying of rub-
her seeds at dilferent temperatures, a pro-
cessing method used for remeval of cyanide
from fecd marerials. The toxicicy implica-
tion of the residual cyanide from che seeds
afrer processing has been evaluated in raes,

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The seeds of tubber (Heveg brarifiesnsis)
used in chis experiment were vollectgd from
cthe Rubber Plantation of Michael Okpara
University of Agricalrure, Umudike, Nige-
ria.

Fresh sceds were used as the seeds
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