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The sncly is an approach w idenadfy the causes of low viebds in rubbier smallholdings in Sri Lanka dhrough quustion-
naire surveys, field inspecrions and pardiciparary rural appraisals (T'RAY. [orcher, @ casc study is presenced which
marzes infarmarion collected from various daw eollectinn procedures including farmers’ views. The study was
cendusted in thise major rulbbere goowiog disiricts, rin, Kegalle, Kalutara and Rarnapoea. Growedh Pedformance
Index (G and Yield Poeformacee Index (YPT) were suggested to idenrify the cxisring status of immature and
marire noldings. The GPL suggests enly 33 per wenr of the sample had the requined wree girth fur sncosssive subsidy
paymerts, Dased on the YTT, 73 per cent of the ficlds have recordod below averape vields, mainly due ro low
propattien al bedidings under new improved canes, Awareness and adaption rates of most of the recommendarions
were by which may be a grear set back on achieving experied cargets, although new improved doncs and planting
milerias are keing disrribored among smallholders, The Bayesian Nepsork (BN} mode] hl.:lps w0 come up wirh
siizabie remedia, mersures 1o inprove the producevicy in che smallhelder secrar of Sei Lanks and is ol immense
impurtance 1o making appzopriate policy decisions,
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INTRODIWICTION

the enuneries like India and Thailand where

The Sri Laokan natural rubber (ME)
sector comprises of large estates with extents
greatrer than 20 ha, medium escates widh
exrents 4 ro 20 ha and smallholder units
with lcs than 4 ha. Together with medium
estaies, the smallhelder units occupy nearly
63 per cent of rhe roral extent and are dis-
tributed among nearly 200,000 farmers. The
remaining lands belong to plancadon com-
parties, which luve cheir own processing, fa-
alities and generally produce higher yiclds
comparerd to the smallholder sector. Further,
the simallhotder yields wro well below than

the yields are averaging around 1540 and
1362 kplhatyear respectively (Viswanathan
and Rajasekharan, 2001).

The camparative low yields in small
holdings under 5ri Lankan conditions are
mainly duc o poor adoption of recommended
agronomic practices owing o low and
unstablz income levels and unsatisfactory
extension scrvices rendered ro smaltholder
Earmners. The low [NR prices that prevailed
for a lengrhy period poscd severe consteaints
on the viability and sustainability of the
rubber cultivarion as well as on the adoption
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