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INTRODUCITON

Vesicular arbuscular mycorthizae
" {VAM) and plant parasitic nematodes occar
wgether in the rhizasphere. Both the or-
ganisms colonise almost similar oo ussuss
for their growth and reproduction and exert
a characteristic bur oppesite stfects on plants.
The interaction between YAM fungl and
planc parasitic nematedes have been stad-
ied by sevcral workers {Suresh and Bagyaraj,
1984; Hussey and Roncadori, 1982 and
Saleh and Sikora, 1984]. 'The leguminous
cover CLOps Rrown in association with rub-
ber, Hevea brasilicnsis is attacked by root-knac
nematods, x‘l)fe-.!’nj.d'ng}wf incognite (Mammen,
1973), Among che differcne leguminous
cover crops used in tubber p]anml:ion,
Pueraria phaseofoides 1s reported as highly
susceptible to M. incogniza (hankamony

et al. 1989}, Under various envirenmental
conditions, the adverse effects of plant para-
sitic nematodes were reported to be reduced
by rthe presence of an endomycorrhizal asso-
ciadon {Bagyarai & «l., 1979). Rajeswari
et al, (1993) reported thac the pre-inocula-
tien of mycorrhizae could offset the delete-
rious effect of nematodes.  Fardier studies on
corwpea shows that VAM induce tolerance
to nematode {Jain and Sechi, 1987).
Soyabecan plants inoculated with VAM and
M. incogring had less number of galls per
gram of root and increased root weight com-
pared to plants inoculated with nematode
alone (Kellam and Schencl, 19800, Reduc-
tfion in number of galls of M. incognita on
cawpea roots by prior colenisaton of VAM
has also been recorded (Jain and Sethi, 1988},
The rmycorrhizal association is reported to
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