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A shudy was undertaken to assess the variation and covarialion of vield and rolated traits
of ten clones of Teven brasfliensis, during the peak yielding season for two years in Tripura,
Morth Fast India, Initial low rate (F), plugging index (PR, dry rubber cuntent {DRC), total
sodids content {TSC), inorganic phosphorus {17, sucnse contonl (309, total volume of latex
(TV} and dey rubber yield {RY) cxhibited cunsiderable scasonal and clonal vasation, The
respomse patherns of different traits vaded from linear {IF. DRC, 15 and 5O to nonlinear
(FL F, TV and RY). The pattenis were similar during both the vears under study. TV was
found 1o be the major factor conttibubing 1o seaseoal fluctuations in the dry rubber yield.
DEC and TSC were found nepatively associated with Poand 5C as observed in stimulaled
trees. 50 was found Lo b the major defermining factor of TV, P influenced T Pposibvely
through SC, while IF and DRC influenced TV negalively through 5C. I appeared that the
trees ¢xperience seme kind of stimulation during the peak vielding season, causing increased
lzbiciler aclivity and higher sucrose lnading rewlting in drainage uof excess unuctilized sucrose
through latex serum. The phenomenon also causes prolongation of latex ilow. Tnfuence of
winlering process and low {jemperature in determining the yield was evident,
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INTRODUCTION

Latex, the yield from rubber trees
(Heven Drasifiensis) is produced in special-
ized celis called laticifers in the bark of the
tree. The yield is primarily controlled by
factors that influence latex production and

L
latex flow. Genetic, envirenmental and

physiological facturs are known to influence
these two phascs of latex yield Jacob et al,
1953). The degree of influence of these
factors on different components varies,




