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A survey of the weed flora associnbed with mabher plantations in Kerala, India was conduclod
during the post-monsacn perial (October-November] of 1995-57. The relative density (KD ),
relative Frequescy (BEY and the summed dominance ratio (SDE) of the swoods were worked

vt for delermining the ecological dominanees

of any particular weed.  Allogether 88 spedes

uf weeds were reconded in the survey - 72 dicots, 16 monooots including 12 grasses andg
twn sedpes and two forns. The most dominant weeds of rubbor plantations in all skages
weTe Chromoinens odorate, Axenopus compressus, Clvodendron infortunation, Boreeria Fizpida,
Lschaemum iindicane and Minosa pastice. Cyathula prostrats, Justicis simplex and Fechueneum indicum
were dpminant in plantations during the tapping stage whersas Mikesis mickentha and Cywdme
dugtytonr were dominant doting e pre-tapping stagr.
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INTRODUCTION

Weeds comprise one of the major
problems in pubber cultivation as they
compele with the crop mainly for waler and
nutrients.  During the early stages of the
crop. competition for lighl also occurs.
Therefore, a leguminous ground cover is
recomimended for the control of weeds in
rubber during the pre-tapping stages.
However, in plantations where cover crop-
ping is not practised and also in those under
tapping, & number of weeds get established
causing problems for routine operations in
addition te competition with the crop. The
werds commonly found in rubber planta-
tions in South India are Chromolaena vdorata,
Borreria sp., Lantana camara, Mimosa mudican,
Axvnopus comipressts and a vardety of ather
plants (FPothen ef al., 1988). Dctailed in-
formation on the weeds of rubber planta-

tens and their relative dominance in dif-
lerent soils and regions of Kerala is not
available and therefore, this study was con-
ducted,

MATERIALS AND METHODS

A survey was conducted in the
months of October-November {post
monsoon period) during 199597, Survey
sites were selected at random, approxi-
mately at 10 km intervals by travelling
along the major terrestrial routes in the
rubber growing tracts of Kerala Slate, India.
At cach location, ebservations oreweeds
wire taken from rubber plantations located
15) metves away from the roadside. Tn each
garden, average speries wise counts of
the weeds were recorded from four differ-
cnt spots (1 m?) using an iron quadrat of




