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A sludy on the seasonal vadatdon of microflora in five rubbor growing solls has Teen carded
vk, The population of fungi bacteria and actinomyeetes varksd greatly in diffarent soil samples,
The total populaton of bacieria and artinomycetes was found to by mwre than that of fungi
Statistically, a signiflcant positive correlation was Fonnd behvoen the mamber of sicroorganisms
and scll molsturg stabus gy well as pH.

Cralitatively, not ouch variation was gbhservad in the composidon of hangal species, and anly
a few fungl were recorded with a high percentage of relalive abundance. Appurently, the
different soils and scasens Jid netseem to exert any influence on Lhe fungn] specics composition,
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INTRODUCTION was undertaken to obtain preliminary in-
tormalion on lhe characteristics, compusi-
tion and distribabon of microflora of differ-

rat rubber, is being introduced to Lhe North E‘.l;i;ubher growing soils of Meghalaya,
Eastern region of India, which lies outside '

the traditional rubber growing beit. Infor-  MATERIALS AND METHCODS

mation on the compogibon of soil microflora
is important to trace out their roles in the
soil ecosystem.  In India, microflora of
fifteen rubber growing soils was studied by
foseph et al. (1988}, with emphasis on the
anlagonistic activity of the actinomycetes
population,  Not much information s
available on the ecology and distribution of
suil microflora with particular refercrce to
rubber growing soils. The present study Five different rubber plantations were

Hewvea brasificnsis Muell.  Arg., the
most important commercial source of natu-

The experimental sites were on the
GCaro Hills {Mocghalaya) at an altitude
varving from 200 to 12(0 m above MSL,
latitude 25° - 26°N and longitude % -
9F45°E.  The climate is subtropical and
remains warm and moist during May to
September.  December and January are
usually the coldest months.
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