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Exaluztinm of grimth of eleven clones of fepez braiifionsis in the Dovars eepiron of W Bengal reveabad thar chough
the initial servival was high (E00%) [or the done RRT 103, the growth of the clones varied significantly frony the
second year and by che end of the eiphth vear RRT] 208 recorded che highest mean girch {46,532 om) followed by
BERIM GO {450 con). The mean gjn]: tcrement over 8 years was alsa higher for the done BR1L 208, Mthnugh
the overall percentage of rappable trees at the end of 7 years was only 40, RRIM 700 tecordenl ¢he higlest [67%)
rappabiliy followed by RRI1 208 (649%). Br the cighth year, overal] cappabiliey increased to 66 per cent indicating
one year delay in artaining tappable girch in comparisen o the crees in the taditional rubber srowing region of [ndia,
o the busis of growth index che clane RRIA G0, RRIT 208, RRIT 103, PB 23% and SCATC 93/1 14 were identified

a3 berrer adapred clones under the sub-reopical and sub-hemid climatic conditions of Dopars region.
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INTRODUCTION

Rubber (Hevea brariliensis) is tradi-
tionally grown in India in the SouthWest
India comprising of the states of Kerala and
adjoining Kanyakumari district of Tamil
Nadu. Among the non-traditional areas,
North East (NE) [ndia has been idenrified
as one of the suitable arcas for rubber culti-
vation. In NE India, the northern parr of
West Bengal, located in the sub-Himalayan
reginn, is a porentizal area for rubber rultiva-
tion though there are some limitations. This
repion receives an annual rainfall of 3300
mm, which 1s comparable to that in the tra-
dirional region, bur it is mainly disoibuced
between May to September. The remaining
months receive only less than 30-100 mm
of rainfall. Unlike the tradirional region, the

winter wmperature falls as low as 3°C. Be-
cause of mederate moisture and less
tavourable thermal regimes, the norchern
part of West Benpal is classified as a margin-
ally suitable zone (Rao & 4f, 1993} for rub-
ber culdvation. The girth of the trees is the
most important evaluation patameter based
on which the degree of matority of the plan-
ration is decided for harvesting latex from
H. brasiliensis (Sethuraj and George, 1980;
Paardekooper, 1989}, As the income genera-
tion for farmers is dependent un the vesta-
tion period, the time taken to artajp maru-
city is important. The present study was
undertaken to evaluate the performance of
some K. brasifiensis clones under the
agroclimatic condidions of Northern West Ben-

gal, o identify the dones suimble for this region.
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