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The suitabilicy el inercow spacing wider than the standard 8.1 w0 for rubber in rubber f cinnanion intercIoppity; wax
imvestigated. Eleven spacings 1anging from 7.2 1o 18.0 ny were resced, 1he cxperimental design ssed was convenienc
and reduced the land requirement. Closute of rubber canppies in the 7.2 m and 2.4 m spacings by the sixth year
limited dlie available light 10 12 per cent even in the middle of the intcreow. When the Toterrow spacing was 12 m
or core, the middle al'the interrow bad eore than 20 per vent light. The tengch density of fine too of tubber (RLLY
was ligh close 1o rabiber trees and o treatments with narcow nrerrow spacings, whereas it signilicantly decreased
with the increase in distance from rubber trece. Bark yield of cinnaman was highest in che fizst harvest compared e
the next lwo. Reduction in yield in subsequent harveses was ulsecved in weatments with harrow inmecrows, The
yield in the thiced harvest was about 19 pee cenc of the first barvest in che 7.2 i ineemrow spacing, The cumularive back
vield for the chree harveats increased with the {nerease of che oterrow sprace. The interrow spacings of 12 m or more
was found suitable for 4 sustainable eubber f cinnamon intereropping Groweh of rubber was not allecred signifi-
candy by the spacing Lrertmenes.,
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INTRODUCTION

Rubber (Heven brasifiensis) is an im-
periant plantation ¢rop that gencrates em-
ployment, supports local industry and earns
forcign excliange. Yet rhis industry suffers
from problems such as price Auctuations and
high cost of production. The first five years
of rubber cultivation without any income is
a ptoblem, particularly (or small growers.
Interctopping during the first fow years is
considered to be one of the promising solu-
tions for this problem, and is pracrised by
many rubber growers {Jayasena and Herach,
1986). During chis period, intercrops are

not affected by vomperition from rubber.
Crops, including shadc tolerant perennials,
planted in the conventional interrow space
fave competition from rubber from the fourth
year {Pachiraina and Perera, 2002). The
shade of rubber is very intense and the roots
completely invade the interrow space in
about eight years (Pathiracna and Porera,
20034 & b}‘ -
Cinnamon (Cirmamont versin) is 2very
important export-ariented agricultural com-
modity grown in Sri Lanka as a mone crop.
Possibilities exist for growing it as an inger
crop under rubber (Pathirama and Perera,
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