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Ten phylloplane fungi were cvaluzted i wirrs fur bincontral activity agalnst Collrorriches glreospurioides causing |eaf
disease of rubber { Hever brasifiensic Muell Arg}. Amoung them, dipergatius sp lysed the hyphae of the pathogcn while
Irichaphiyton sp and Glisefudium £p overgiew it Balrytis sp, Pleurochecium sp and Seaphylotrichum sp arresred its
growth while Gomarorvhodiels sp and Symeephatastrum sp showed inhibitios zones, Tichociadism sp and Aspergifins

sp exhibiced higher antagonistic effeer
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Rubber {Hevez brasifiensis) is a crap
of economic importance in Nigeda. Healthy
growth of 5. brasifiensis is RECESSATY O en-
surc high productivity,  Secondary leaf fall
of rubbec tree caused by Colferotrichun
gloeasporiotdes (Penz.), Sacc is one of the seri-
ous leaf discases affecting the new flushes
produced following annual defoliation (win-
tering). The disease alsa affects voung rub-
ber plants in the nursery which under se
vere conditions leads to shoot die back,

Though C. gloeosporioides can be suc-
cesstully controlled by use of fungicides, the
high cost limits their use by small-scale farm-
ers.  Biological control for plant diseases is
NOW receiving increasing attention {Osando
and Waudo, 1994; Tewari, 1995; Ogbebor
and Adekunle, 2005}, The putential of bio-
logical control through the effect of

phyllosphere antagonists has been realized
for sometime. This study Is an atempr o
identify phylloplane fungi which are poten-
tial biocontral agents against Colletotrichum
leaf disease of rubber,

The pathogen was isolared from in-
fected leaves of rubber seedlings grown in
the farm of Rubber Research Institute of
Nigeria and a pure culture was developed
using standard rechniques. The caloure was
maiatzined on porato dextrose agar (PDA},
Phylloplane fungi were isclated from healthy
tubber leaves collccred from the farm through
leaf washing technique (Blakeman, 198 13
and dilution method {Pelczar and Chan,
1972), Pure isolates were established on
antibiotic-amended PDA,

Dual culturing was carried our using
10 mm discs of the pathogen and che po-
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