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Tan Sn (D} B.C. Sekhar

Buoen in Selangor, Malaysia, in Novernber 1929, Tan Sn D B, Sekhar was sducated in
Blalaysia, Sinpapove, UEA and UK, 1o is the fire Asian o be appointed Dircctor of the
Rublber Rescarch Institure of Malaysia in 196 6. He was the first Cliirman of the Malavsian
Rubker Rescarch and Development Board. Berween 1974 and 1984, ke was also the Clhaie
man of the Tnrernarional Bubbor Besearch and T_:l:_w':lopmem Board {TRRELBY which ex-
panded under his stewardship from a club of three o a dynamic internarional organieanen of
14 member comnreics, Uil 1984, he was Adviser 1 the Association of Matural Bubber
Prowucing Cownnies (AR from i ieeption and p]a}-‘td 4 ;-_r:}r rale in the cstablishiment of the Internacional
Marural Rubber Agresment (INBEAY and the Tnternatisnal Yarral Rubber Urganizanion (TNRO under UNCTAT
mekhar iz gecrediced with spawning technically specified nataral rubber and e vontaining the onslaughe of
svnthetiz rmbber,

Alter rentrernent fram the Malawsian Rubber Research und T}c*\'dopmenr Board in 1984, Seldiar held prestigions
positions in several orgatizations including e Palm 08l Rescarch and Development Board, Malaysia Carban,
MARDLC, T Incevsational Tore and Plant Malaysia, [n January 1988, he became the fiest Asian appoineed as the
'.‘:;n'ﬂri:ﬂ'l.l'.l.'-(;l_'l'.:.'.'di. of the Inrernarienal Buliber 5t |'.1|}' l:_;r-uup (IRSC) based in Londan. In A""E”‘” 1993, he rerurned
t Malaysia and continues w0 be acrive in research and development. During the last six vears he has fled six
inecriational [rtent .lpplif&[iatls.

Sekhar s auchar afmore than 300 scientific publications and keynote lectures and has 28 inceroational patents to his
crecic. He sea Fellow of numerous sciemific arganizations including the Lincan Svciery, Tnstiture of Matesials an
the Roval Sociers of Chemisuy, UKL Heisa lellow of the Malaysian Insticuce of Munagemene and one of the seven
senivr Fellows of the Malavsian Academy of Science.

Several narenal and internaconal accelades have been bestowed upon Sekhar which include che Colwyn Gold
Medial of che lnsticution of the Rubber Industey, TTK, in 1966 the Ramen Magsaysay Award from the Philippines in
1974 che PAM frons 1he King of Malavsia which carried the tide of Tan Sriin 1970: the Tun Rarak Award in 1980
the Ridley Memonal Gold Medal in 1984 and the Asian Productivity Gold Medal in 1991,

INTRODUCTION

Rubber tree (fHevea bramliensis) is a
relarively new agricultural crop domesticated
from the wild. During the cwendeth cen-
tury, narural rubber from this tree emerged
as the most versatile induscrial raw material
produced from plants. As a person closely
associated with the developments in the rub-
ber sector for over hall a century (to he ex-

act, since 1949 when | joined as Assistanc
Chemisc ac the Rubber Research Tnstitute
of Malaysia), wacing the history of this in-
dusrry, highlighting the presene and fore-
seeing the furure in a lew pages is a difficult
task. However, I shall atrempr to present a
kaleidoscopic view in this firse issue of che
Natural Rubber Research.
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