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COMMERCIAL APPLICATION OF LATEX SLUDGE
AS FERTILIZER : A PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT
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Latex sludge, a warte material from latex eontrifuging industy was cvaluated as a source of
nutrient forimmature rubber in feld rondition. Results indicated that the sladge as a phaopliatic
source was coniparable to twe other sources assessed. The estimte of sludpe potential showed
Lthat 4% M per urmum can be reatised at 7 per cent capacity utilization of the latex PLOCCEE
indugtry. The potential savings by using the sluedge as fertilizer was estimated to be F5.22.06 lakhs
per annum, The sslimated addibonal employment Op o rtuntiHes on account of the comenerctali-
sallon of shudpe processing was %800 mandays.
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INTRODUCTION enerpy and resource conscrvation has
changed the philosophy of sludge disposal
1o one of sludge utilisation as abundand and
cheap energy supplies would not be avail-
able in perpetuity (Sclunidtke, 1979}, After
treatment or reyeling sludge assumes the
properties of a plant ferildizer and soil
conditioner depending on the nature of the
waste, prucess technology, volume and
value of roversible materials, processing
cost and the extent of environmental pollu-
ton. The nutrient and encrgy values of
sludge have attained commercial impor-
tance to the extent that at present it is being,
increasingly used as a soil builder as well as
fertilizer in many countries.

The concept of sustainable econormic
development 15 now widely accepted as a
desirable goal by both the mmdustrialised
West and the developing countries. The
mamn concerns are the declining capacity of
the earth to produce vital renewable re-
SOUPCes On account of growing industrial
activily and the consequent environmental
degradation. Compatibility of economic
growth with the protection of environment
as a means for achieving sustainable deval-
opment in the sphere of industry and
agriculbure assumes importance in this con-
text,

Industrial wastes which are not ac- The present study was an atternpt to
ceptable for discharge to water, including  asgess the commercial feasibility of using
solids, sludges and some liquids, are nor-  Japex sludge as a fertilizer which is other-
mally disposed on land. Sludge is the ise considercd as a waste material origi-
conceritrated solid material withdrawn from nating from centrifuged latex processing,
waste water. Over the years, concern for  The nutrient elements phsephorus and
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