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OCCURRENCE OF ROOT-KNOT NEMATODE
MELOIDOGYNE INCOGNITA AS A PEST OF RUBBER
(HEVEA BRASILIENSIS) SEEDLINGS

Incidence of root-knot nematode (Meloi-
dogyne incognita) has not been serious in
rubber (Hevea brasiliensis). However,
occurrence of root-knot nematode has been
reported from Malaysia (Rao, 1965), India
(Raveendran and Nadackal, 1975; Rajendran
and Jayarathnam, 1977), Vietnam (Era-
shenko et al., 1985) and Brazil (Lordello et
al., 1989). Rao (1965) also reported the
incidence of root lesion nematodes Pratylen-
chus coffeae on rubber in Indonesia. Inci-
dence of M. incognita on leguminous cover
crops grown in association with rubber has
been reported from India (Mammen, 1973).
Thankamony et al. (1989) observed differ-
ences among five leguminous covers in res-
pect to their reaction to infestation. The
attack noticed in rubber so far was in isolated
plants and was of no significance. But re-
cently, the attack of this nematode has been
noticed in a patch of area each in Kadacka-
mon and Perumpulickal nurseries (Kerala,
India) of the Rubber Board, indicating its
slow establishment and potential threat to
rubber seedlings. Root-knot nematode in-
fested rubber seedlings had conspicuous swel-
lings on the lateral roots or root-lets. (Fig. 1).
A fairly large number of seedlings exhibited
symptoms of wilting and dwarfing as well as
discolouration and shedding of leaves.
Severe attack led to mortality of the seed-
lings. The galis on severely infested rootlets
were 1 to 4 mm in diameter and contained
2 to 4 adult females.
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Fig. 1. Root-knot nematode infested
rubber seedling (7 months old)




