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GROWTH PERFORMANCE OF HEVEA CLONES
IN NORTHERN REGION OF WEST BENGAL
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Growth performance of Hewa clones was studied in Dooars area of West Bengal. Growth
of Hevea was slow during December-March with a peak during June to September. Sigrificantly
higher gronvth was observed in cool season (1.1 o/ montly) folbowed by monsoon {102 om/
month}, ot {024 em month) and cold season 001 e meonth), Arncmg the 18 clones evaluated,
GT 1, BRI 118, SCATC 56/13, SCATC 937114 and Lt shinweed comparativaly more stability
for growth, Except theclones PB 5 /51, RIULIKE PR107 and GT 1, all others recorded significantly
higher girth during innaturity period and attained tappable irth by theseventh year. Prelminary
abisctvations during the initial year of tapping recorded significantly higher latex yield in clones
SUATC 88/13, SCATC 937114, PR 225 and RRT 115 compared & RRIM 612 and Haiken 1.
Dy rubber content was mere in PR 107, RRIM &12, B 85 and Haiken 1. '
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INTRODUCTION less favourable thermal regime the northem

part of West Bengal is classified as a
marginally suitable zone {Kao et af, 1993}
This study was undertaken to evaluate the
performance of Hevea clones under the
limiling hydruthermal conditions of north-
ern part of West Bengal to identify clones
suitable for the region,

In order to meet Lhe growing demand,
rubber{Hevea brasiliensic) oultvation inIndia
has been extended beyend the traditional
region of Kerala and southern part of Tamil
Nadu. The norlhern part of Wesl Bengal,
located in the sub-Himalayan region, has
been identified as a potential arca for rubber
cultivation though there are some Limita-

tions. The region receives annual rainfall
of 3300 mm which is comparable to that
m the traditional region, but it is mainly
distributed between May to September.
Rest of the monlhs receive less than 50-100
mm rain. Unlike the traditional region the
winter temperature goes as low as 5°C.
Because of moderate moisture regime and

MATEIALS AND METHODS

The study was conducted at the
Regional Experiment Station (RES)™Nagra-
kata with 18 clones in two separate trials
laid cut during 1990 in a randomiscd block
design with three replications. Polybag
plants were uscd as planting material
and planted at 5 m x 5 m spacing.




