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Pruming of abwse-ground hinmass coald result in cessation s raot growrh or pamal death of the root sysiem. This
xmd}-‘ elotermines the impact af swock shaot caut-back on root and shoot g,meh ol rulsher ]Tl.!ﬁr.'.‘i C Fenen franifonil
aduell. Avud raiwed 1 palybags, Tow andd high vigor plancs were eiher cuc-luck ur o after successful grafting,
Seedling or scion dizmercr and roud e dis were messirad at 2-weck incereals dhereafree Shaot and oo grovwih
were sigtillcantly higher in high vigor plancs chan these in luw sigor plans. Thene was 2 decrease in foeder and laccral
ral 1rr1g:?1l; -::.I-p|:1nr5 ]:ﬁ 4 - wecks after cui-back QL 0% anel 40%n, respecrivelrd, which could be aceibered o the
Lol ol carbliyclate supply. These moresed thereafrer with e supply of cathaebvdoes from the new scian. Lhe
oot seitemy of nen cut-back planws ew wiioerrnpeedly. Thess effects were not dependant on plant vigor, Fecder
vooe groweh was more compated w laierl woc groweh during 6 12 weeles after cu-back. Ay the siv weeks following
cur-meck appears to be o critical periog for vubber plane mixee in prlyvbags due tovenr low roar accivie adequate care

should be aken 16 protect che plants af that stage from adverse ensironmicnual condinions.
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INTRODUCTION

Polybag plancs raised by younp hudding
technique are the most preferred planting,
material 1o S1i Lankan rubber {Hevea
brasifiensivy plantanions (Sencvizaene, 19950, [n
young budding, germinated seeds are plaged
directly in polybags and the plants thar cmerge
are wllowved o grovw unel one or neo leat whotls
are formed. The plams are then budgrafred
and successtully grafred seedlings ave cut-back
leaving only a snag o1 13 v abeve the bud, in
order 1o promaote the growth of che scion
iscncviratne. 2001} However, it has been
observed that scions of some plants die back

about & weeks after cur-back, parcticularly
under hot and dry weather condiions.

The die back (wilting) may be duc to the
fatlure of the root system to meet the evapo-
transpiration demand of tie shoot. In tea
planrs 1t has been reperted chat during high
remperatures, the root sysiem fuils ro provide
sutficient walet to the shoot even when the
sull moistuse levels are adequare (Fordham,
1971). Reduction in roor growth after pruning
has been observed in tea (Fordharm, 1972) and
apple (Head, 1969) which has been attributed
tor the diminished supply of assimilates w ehe
reats.  According 10 Kandiah  and
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