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PINEAPPLE INTERCROPPING IN THE FIRST THREE YEARS
OF RUBBER PLANTING IN SMALLHOLDINGS : AN
ECONOMIC ANALYSIS

P. Rajasekharan

Rapusekharan, P {19885, Pineapple intercropping in the first three yours of rubber planting
in smallbeldings @ An evonomiv analysis.  Iodian J, Kat, Rubb. Res. 2 ¢ 11%-124.

A study on pineapple intercropping in rubber haldings was conducred during July-Auvgust
1929 1n Kottayam disiricl of Kerala,  Fifty ane rubher smallholders, having pinsspple inter-
CRUDPIMIE. worc interviewed amd am unalysis was done using ABC cost conpept. Sonsitivity ana-
Pysis waus dume ar W percent variation of outpat prices snd inpot prices. The discounted net
ineone for the first three vears was worked aul ol Bs, 22443 48 per hectare,  The average
pincapplc plant paopalation indhe lirst year of planiing wae 4565 per heclgre wnd the total
yicld-for the first three years amounled to 31 tonoes. The oost of production wotked out
o s, (L37 per kilogramme of pincapple o cost (2 basis,  The BCR of the discounted cash
flow was 2,27, Even though the B{R indicutes the ecomnic fousibiior of invesiment,
this crop lacks definile policy content.  More und more pineapple processing indwstrics
aocd o be g2l up in Kerala 5o as to have much grearee vatve addition within ibe stale
itself, resulling In price slubility and a fair share of consumer™s rpee 10 the Erowers.
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INTRODUCTTON 1287). Pineapple is reporied 1o be grown

as an intercrop in Sei Lanka and the superior
ellect of yruwing pineapple as an intercrop
in rubber holdings was demonstrated in an
cxperiment conducted by the Rubber Rese-
arch Insritute of Stri Lanka. The growth of
rubher in the wniereropped plots has been
found better than thai of the control plots
(Chandrasekhara, 1984), In certain  areas
namely Amayvanncor, Arecpparambu  and
Kooroppada of Kotiayam district of Kerala
pineapple iz also cultivated as an intercrop
in rubber holdings from very early times,
Studies conducted by the Agronpmy DMvision

Rubber, a perenmial crop, oceupies around
15 per cent of the net cultivaled ares in
Kerala, This crop however, has a long
sestation period of about seven years which
could act as a disincentive to rubber culil-
vation particularly in the case of smallholders.
In order to gmive the rubber zrower some in-
come during the pre-maturity period, re-
searchers have identitied certain annual inter-
¢rops which can be grown during the first
three years without adversely affceting the
rubber trecs. Banana, ginger, turmeric,
elephant-foot vam etc. are the commom

mtercrops recommended and  cultivated in
young rubber plantations (Sreenivasan ef al.,

of the Rubker Rescarch Imstituie of Tndia
also indicate the possibllity of growing




