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BORER BEETLE CONTROL ON RUBBER TREES USING
INSECTICIDES
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Jose, V/1. and T hankamaony, 5. (200%). Borcr beede conveal on ruldber trees nsing insecticides,  Mapwnald Rubber

Beiearch, 18010 - 03-604.

Burer beetle intestation was observed on pardally dried bark of standing rubber wees, Swabbing of u mixturs of
carbaryl [0, 5%0) + quinalphos {(0.23%) on the beede infested region of dhe bark three limesar an intervs] of one week
wigs highly effective and resulted in 99 peor cont contral when ohserved after cwn monchs,
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INTRODUCTION

Rubber (ffevea brasifiensis) is a less
preferred host plane for insect pests, Partial
drying of the tree bark is often caused by
various maladies such as tapping pancl dry-
ness, pink disease, root disease, sun scorch,
droughe, canker and lighming scorch. Such
partially dried rubber trees are actacked by
different types of borer beerles. They bore
into the wood to make tunnels and lay eggs
inside them. The grubs char harch from the
egers feed on the starch contents of the woud,
The heerles, which emerge out also bore holes
towards the outside and expel wood pow-
der. ‘Lhe bore heles with ejecnng sinng of
wood duse is the symprom of borer beecle
infesration.  Such holes, considered as live
bore holes, may contzin various stapes of
beetles or grubs. Sometimes the adjacent
live bark may also be punctured in the pro-
cess and latex exudes through such holes,
Though the borer beedle infestarion has been
observed on tapping trees fur many years,
an increasing trend in infestation is observed

recendy. The infested rubber trees break off

during wind causing loss of valuable timber.
Perch {1921) described borer beetle actack
(Xyleborus pevforans and X, parvnlus) on rub-
ber in Ceylon and Malaya. The borer bectle
species which are reporred w cause damage
t0 rubber trees are mainly members of fam-
ily Bestrichidae namely Heterobostrychus
acquatis, Synoxylon conigeramn (Tisseverasinghe,
1970}, {dinoderas bifoveslatus (Norhara,
1981}, Sinoxplon anale and Xylothrips flavipes
{Mathew, 1987). Pletipres latifinis, P solidus
helonging w Platipodidae and Xyleborns
stmitis (Mathew, 1987, X, perforams belong-
ing to Scolytdae (Jose er af. 1989} and
Minrhea rugicoliss belonging o Lycudae
(Norhara, 1981) are other reported species
of borcrs.

Control of borer beetle infestation an
rubber trees has not been attempted earlier.
However, preservation of sawn planks of rub-
her wood by means of diffusion traatment
as well as vacuum pressure impregnation
with boron or copper conraning preserva-
tives have been attempred o ward off borer

beetles (Joss er al, 1995).
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