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TNTRODICCTION

Rubber planiations have bocome a
majir source ol ndusleial tunber in the
Tl growing countries of South and
Sonth Basl Asia, Rubber wood products
like furniiure and cabinets have become
popular o Burope, LEA, Japan, af, Ewen
though rubber wood has hich potential as
i1 utility timber, il should be noted that
rubber Lrees are primarily grown for latex
The propoertics of rubber wood have been
adequately vvaluated in India (Shukla and

“Lal, 1985; Fiumala and Rao, 19%3)  Howe-
ever, cultivar difference in wood quality has
not been adeguately studied, This prelimi-
nary study was carried oul o understand
the differences in wood propertics amon;g;
throe cullivars ol pubber trees planted in
seuthorn kerala, India,

MATERIALS AND METHCODS

Che Lree each of three culfivars (G
ME 3/ and GO 25 from rublaer pluntations
ealablished i 19603 wis follicd and baao discs
al different hetght Tevels (0.3, 1.4 and 2.8 m)
wer2cullected, These trees had been lapped

fior latex. Ol of the three L‘.ulti\'g re, 300 2
woas ratsed Troo seed and the cdbiee 1o, MK
342 ancd GLLL frosm budgeall.

Lensity

Both air-dry (14% LMD and basic
density were _measured on samples reproe
senting {he outer 5 mm (radial position 1],
the nexd 50 mm (radial position 27 and the
remainder 1o the pith {position 310 [we
Jdiametrically apposite sectors woere eas-
wed for cach position on All dises. Thise
donsity was caloulated from the sectors as
weizht by volinme.

Shrinkage

Shyinkage Qungitudinal, vadial, 1an-
grentlal, volenwetric] was measured for each
et the radial posilions described abgue,

Tibre length

The dises romoged a2t 28 10 wers
used for the measurement ol Libre lenglh
frioem three posilions (inner, mid and outer
radiil on Uw disc.  The samples were
maceraled and length of tibres wis meas




