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The statue of nutrients in rubber (Fewe brarilientss) growing soils of lower Brahmapnera valley of Aseto was studied
far undersranding the znit fertilin. The seils were acidic to strongly acidic in nacure and majority of en wels
mexinm in organic cachos, low inavailable phosphoms and medivm in porassiun. Wide variastion in Fertiliey ranings
indicates rhat shese sails require spectfic manapement measires W oaincain bectility depending on the age of the

rubber plancarion.
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The tubber (Hevea brasifiensis) culti-
vation in Assam is mainly confined to lower
Brahmaputra valley with total area of about
20,222 sq. km. comprising 25.75 per cent
of the state. Entisals (new alluvium}, alfisals
(mountainious valley} and ulrisol {laterised
red snils) are the major soils present in the
valley. The present note reperts on the nu-
erient status of rubber srowing soils of the
lower Bralunaputra valley of Assam.

One thousand five hundred and
ninery eight soil samples colleeted during
1997 1o 2000 for advisory purpose have been
utilised for evaluation of ferdlicy status. The
samples were air dried, pulverised and passed
through 2 mm steve before analysis.  Stan-
dard methods were followed for determin-
ing soil pH (1:2 soil : water suspension),
organic carbon (OC], available phosphorus
{1"} and potassium (K]. The seils were
categorised into Jow, medium and high sta-
tus considering the crirical limies as sugpested

by Pushpadas and Ahammed (1980).

Nutrient index values for OC, P and
K were caleulated by mulriplying the per-
centage of soil samples (out of total number
of soil samplcs analyzed for a given area) fall-
ing into low category with respect co any
nutrient by a factor 1, those falling inm
medium ¢atcgory by 2 and thase from high
category by 3. The sum of this is divided by
1080 and che value obtained 1s the nutrient
index for that area with respect wo char par-
ticular natrient (Parler e 2f, 1951). lor
incerpretation of nutrient indices, che Limics
suggested by Ramamoorthy und Bujaj
{1969 were adopted. An area with a nucri-
ent value of L.G7 or less is considered as low,
berween 1.67 and 2.33 as medium and
above 2.33 as high.

In general, the soils were very acidic
ta strongly acidic and the pH valucs vaded
from 3.95 to 5.99 (lable 1), This indicares
that these soils have developed from non-
calcareous parent materials under conditions
of high rainfall. Majority of the soils were
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