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INTERCROPPING OF BANANA AND PINEAPPLE IN RUBBER
PLANTATIONS IN TRIPURA

5. Roy, 5. Raj, M. Choudhury, 8.K. Dey and MLA. Nazeer

Koy 5, Bj, 5., Chendhurg, M., Dy, 5K and Wazcer, MA, 2001}, Inlercropping of banana and
Fincapple in pubber Phntation. hotias fourmal of Mufuzal R uekber Reseaveh, 1a(2); 152 - 15,

The effes t of lwo CROPPHngE sy sbems involvin & Tw0 IteTcrops, banang and Fineapple, on voil chernical
Properies, growth of miblber brormgss Froduction, nutziemr recycling, productiv ity and refaensg
wasinvesHpated dFuring Hhe first fooe years [19696-57 to 1 993-2000) growth pertod of rubber in Mortl.

Eastorm Iindia, Ararlala, Trypura, b the Bree SySbarm
uf pineapple and two rows of bananes was planted

(Model 1), intercrop SEIP COMEIShME af frves oy
in between four strips of rubber with 4 stand of

550 rubber plants per ha and in Lhe second system (Model 1), vne row of banana and bwo rows of
pineapyie weore planted i allernape $APS with 471 rubber plants Fer ha. Conlinued fertilizer 158
utider thes: twin syzlams showed increase in avaitable phosphiorus and caldum, The Eiowtl nf
rubber was bettr and hiomss Production as well as nuient recyeling was higher in Mode| T, High

yield and bemelit : cost ratio of banana An piieapple established the economic feasibility of grosing
thime indercrpps, Mhe Maximizalion of virld sod returns lnym the interarops was passihie by ingeaning
the plant density fas in Model D) without adverscly altecting the soil Properties. :
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INTROCDUCTION

Rubber (Flevea hrasitiensis) is a porennial
tree that has economic and social HMportance
in many tropical and subtropical cuuntries,
In India it has been grown traditionally in
Kerala and Kanyakumari district of ‘Famjl
Nadu. Of late, cultivation of rubber g
becoming a ve ry popular teans of
livelihood for the people of Trhpura in North
Last India. Rubber takes a pproximalely 7-8
years to altain maturity (Sethuraj et 41, 1989,
Vinod e al., 1996), Tt is rossible tu utlize the
IN{Er-row spaces in rubber plantations for
BIOWINE suitable intercrops to provide
remuneration fo the growers until the trees
are brought to tapping.

Banana and pineapple, being popular
fruits in North East India, could serve gy
good intercrops, Information on the
economic feasibility of Erowing pineappie

and banana as intercrop with rubber in this
ICgION 15 not available, Thig mvestigation
was carried out to evaluate the effect of these
inkercrops on the growih of rubber spil
chemical status, biomass production, yield
and rchorns,

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The experiment was conducted at
Taranagar Farm of Rubber Research Inshituke
of India, Regional Research Sta tion, Agartala
(23° B3N, 91* 15°E} in North-East India over
four cropping seasons in 195697, 19'5‘?-2'8,
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