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Twenty one permplasm accessions o’ Heves brgilienidy from the 1981 IRRDB germplasm collzerion fromm thres
provenances in Brazik were evilusred for their performance under cold elimace in [ooars repion of Woest Benyal,
India in comparison o four cultivated clones developed in Asia from e priging 1876 Wickham ecllecrions. Tn
general, the Wickhamn clones performed becrer in growth and servival in the fuvenile stage. Among the geraplum

accessions thoze (zom Acre provinee showed borer growth while survival was mare for thoae from Roudonia
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INTRODUCTION

The culttvared Hevea bracifiersis in Asia
and elsewhere developed from the 1876
Wickham collccrions have very narrow ge-
netic base {Schultes, 1977 which was fur-
ther narrowed h}f inrensive selection For }?icld
(Gearge, 1998). Te broaden the gene pool
ol Hevea brasifiensisa collecrion of germplasm
(ram provenances namely Acre, Mare Grosso
and Rondania in Brawil was organized by
IREDB and the collected accessions were
distributed o countries inciuding India, Tn
India che evaluarion of germplasm is carried
our both in the cradirional rubber growing
region (South West) and in the noncradi-
tionat region (North Hast]. 'Fhe repoves from
traditional region indicare variability in
vigour, juvenile yicld and some morphelogi-
cal characrers {Annamma er 24, 1986, | 9R83)
and has ideneified some desirable crairs
(Abraham et af, 1992; Madhavan et af,
1996).

-

The cbjective of the present study was
o evaluate the pedformance of same of the
wild germplasm accessions in comparison o
popular clones under the agro-climatic
condiion of Dooars area in NMorchern West
Bengal, 1 nontradiconal region. The siudy
was conducred ac the Regional Experiment
Station of Rubber Research Tnstitute of
India ar Nuagrakarra (26°38°IN; 88¥19°E;
G9m MSL) in Jalpaiguri Distrier of West
Bengal. The stavion receives mean annual
taitifall of 3300 mm, well distribured aver
May o Seprember and the mean tempera-
ture ranges from 16.5 o 27.8°C.

I'he trial was located on plain land,
The scil is sandy loam with sand, silt and
clay contents of 635, 15 and 20 peracnt re-
spectively. The soil pH ranges from 4.62 o
205, The experiment was laid out in com-
pletcly randomized design with 2 replica-
rions ol 21 germplasm accessions (6 Acre/

AG; 11 Rondania/RO; 4 Maw Grosso/MT)
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