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A study was undertaken ta group rubber (Hewme brasitiensis) rlomes based on their winbering
behavivar in Tripura, one of the mbber growing areas of North Tast India. Fifteen clones Eeoen
& vlime evaluation trial were soored for the winbtering patbern at sveakly mtervals for sis weeks
from Decamiber to February durier 1988-84, 1989-90 and |1941-472 preried. Winternyg pattern of
clones was uniform for all the years under study, Rean wockly scores were used for cluslaering
process. Tree distingt clusters of early, inlermediate and fate wintering clonss were oliined
viz., (i] RRII 105 amd RRIC 105, (i) KKIM 600, PH %35, GT 1, KRIC 52 and PR 2455 angd (L) RRIT
113, REIM 605, G171, Harbel 1, RRII 5, PG 5/51 and RRIM 7%, The ramaming clone, RR11 203,

was found to fabll in bebween the seeond and the third t fustors.

The results can be 1skd in

characterising clones as well ax selecting +Jones or astablishing polyckimal breeding gardaims.
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INTRODUCTION

The rubher tree, flever brasiliensis
exhibils regular annual leaf shedding called
‘winlering'. Wintering pattern in different
rubber clones varjes from complete defolia-
tion followed by refoliation to simultancous
shedding and flushing {Websler and
Paardekooper, 19R89), Wintering in tradi-
tional regions is reported to start during
December and continue upio February. The
clonai specificity on wintering behaviour in
these regions also is well established (Gearge
et al, 1980; Webster and Paardekooper,
1939}, The rubber growing areas of Nurth
Last India experience severe winter. Clunal
characterisalion based on wintering pattern
of different clones in the non-traditional
region of India has not yet been attem pted.

The present study was aimed al analysing
the wintering behaviour of different clones
in Tripura and Lo group them into different
rategonies.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Fifteen ortental clomes viz, RRIM
600, KRTM 605, RRTM 703, RRII 5, RRII 105,
RRII 118, RRIL.203, RRIC 52, RRIC 105, PR
S/5L PBB6, PB 235, GT 1, Gl T and Harbel
1 planted during 1979, in a clone evauation
trial at the Rubber Research Institute of
India’s regional research farm at Ta fanagar,
Agartala, Tripura {91 15°E; 23° 25'N; 30 m
MEL} were used for the study. Twenly trees
pur clone were selected and observed ind;-
vidually for the entire leaf fall period at
weekly intervals from Decomber o
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