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EVALUATION OF COMMERCIAL YIELD PERFORMANCE OF
. HEVEA CLONES : AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH

Toms Joseph and K. Tharian George
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An alterniutive approach 1o evaluate vicld performance of Heas clones was devisud by developing
a commercial yield perfurmance index (CYFI} which incorporated certain yield charackeristics
and managerial factors which influence the relabive profitability either directy or indiccctly.
The incomarated vanables are extent of immalure phase, share of fekl coagutum (FC) in
vield, tapping intensily, yield per lree, mumber of rees lapped per unil area and the patlern
of yield profile. The CYFI was worked out for 19 clones {or the Hirt 10 years of tapping
and compared with mean yield indices (MY1). Except in three cones piz, GT 1, PB 217 and
PR 5/51 the relative positions in ranking according b MYT got shifted swhen ranked accarding
ta CYPL Though RRIT 105 ubtained the highest MYT, the first rank with regard to CYPI was
achicved by T'B 260 by vielue of its relatvely carly tappebility,  The shifts in rankings were
compared anul the contributing factors were identified, The CY 1" along with othe e haracteristics
such as susrephibility o disesses and tapping panel dryness, proneness to natural damape,
timber yield, ele. may bw considered in the comparative evaluation of clones.
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INTRODUCTION commercial yield evaluation since 1974, Ar

Selection of planting material is a
crucial farm management decision affecting
profitability especially in perenmial crops,
as in Hevea brasiliensis, compared to anmual
crops, due to higher initial nvestmend,
longer yestation period and longer economic
life span. Commercial yield performance
of prominent Heves clones has to be con-
tinuously evaluated to aid meaningful
choice of cultivars. The yield performance
of planting materials are monitorcd n
major natural rubber producing countries
on the basis of field-wise data collected from
large estates. The Rubber Research Institizte
of India (RRIT) has been undertaking such

present, there arc 45 parlicipating estates
covering an area of nearly 28000 ha. The
participatingestates submit amonthly retum
in a specificd form with ficld-wise infor-
mation on year of planting and tapping,
area and number of trees under tapping,
lappingsystem (ollowed, monthly vield with
break-up of latex and field coagulum (FC)
on a dry rubber basis, etc. Four rcports
have so far been published on yield per-
formance of planting materials for different
phases and its comparative evaluation
(Krishnunkutf}r et al., 1982; Krishnankutty
and Sreenivasan, 1984; Joseph and Hari-
dasan, 1990; joseph et al., 1997).




