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Teal analysis s a widely accepted
method for plant notrient diapnesis. For
efficient utitization of this technigque, at
most care 18 necessary in selecling the
period of sample collection and method  of
fmsne analvsiz, Motmiont conlent i leaf
depends considerably on its age primarily
becanse of the dynamic nature of nudricent-
in plants Hence propoer time to select the
apprropriate tissue samples for the analysis
need to be evolved lor each crop to ensure
precision in diagnesis of nutrient suffi-
ciency Sdeficiency,

In the case of Hleger, the use of leaf
analysis as a diagnostic tool was iliated by
Chapman (L941).  Later, Shorrocks {1961;
1962 a b 1965) made considerable contri -
Butions i optimising several factors in Hw
snnpling methodelogy ke position aud
Ly pe of the sampled teaf, ape of the leal, time
of sampling vte, under Maliysian condi-
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tions. Silvi (1973) sugeested ideal period
Jor leaf sample collection in 517 Lanka by
studving the wartations in leaf nudrient
comtents inoeelatiom to leal age. WNualsri o ol
(14973} made simidar sludics in Thailasg,
However, detailed investigations in Indian
conditions arc lacking. At present leaf sam-
ples of Uz are collected during she period
from - Augusl lo Ovtober In Tndia, Howe-
ever, the teaf nutrient confent vagies with
leanf age and thns wilh the date of sampliog:.
Guha and Narayan { 1969) observed Lt Hie
leaf  nutrient conlents of Heoew are oo
comaparable  wilh oritical values withoul
considering the leaf ape faclor. Moreover,
the dge of the eal depends oo the Fme of
refolintion which may vary from vear 1o
year. The present study was tken up 1o
asdess the nutrient variations o lear witlh
respect Lo ils ape and W identify the most
suitable pericd for leaf sample cotlection in
India.




