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PERFORMANCE OF HEVEA BRASILIENSIS CLONES IN
MIZORAM
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A study wus conducted 10 evaluate the perfomnance of seven Heveg brasifientir clones in different landforms wiz., Yoot
Rifl, szl hill and hill top under the prevailing agroclimatic cunditions of Mizoram. Al the clones perfurmed well in
the foot hill cusnpared to mid hill of hill top. The highest yicld was recorded for the clone SCETC 937114 fallowed
by I 235 and REAL 300, More wield per tap wis recnrded for 195 473 sestem ot rapping compared o d/2 and d/4
syerems, whereas anoual yield was high for /1 system, ‘Fhe incidence of tapping pamcl dryness was high on trees
tapped under dfT syste. Anincreasing rend in che yield was abserved from Seprember onwards with 2 masxi mam
m November and a decline chereafrer in all elones under the ditferone Tap[ilg svitome.
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INTRODUCTTON

Mizoram state lics in the southern pare
of the north eastern region of India, adjoin-
ing Bengladesh in rhe west and Myanmar
11 the cast berween 217 58' and 24°
15" North and 92* 207 and 93° 29 East. ‘The
state is covered by hilly terrains wich alei-
tudes ranging from 2100 to 2200 m above
MSL.. The terrain is stecp towards the norch-
ern part of the state. Foor hill areas bejow
430 m wirh warm subrropical climate, run-
ning north to south along the western pare
ul the state is being cxplored for rubber cul-
tivarion as an alternative for the rraditional
pracrice of shifting (jhum) cultivarion, The
shifting coleivation results in degradation of
mulri-ticred forest ecosystem into second-
ary bamboo forests with eroded, less ferdle
soil.

Rubber (Hevea érasifiensis) being a
relatively fasc growing perennial rree stop

which can ¢nsure coverage of the denuded
arcas and provide economic returns to the
cultivaror s regarded as a aood candidate
crop for sustainable farming in this region.
It was first introduced to Mizoram in 1965
by the stare soil conservation department.
Since then the cuttivation of rubber in
Mizotamn has been continged as a part of
jhumiya settlement scheme. At present, an
area of about 619 ha is under rubber culii-
vation (Rubber Board, 2003) and there is
scope for expansion up to 30,000 ha
(Krishnakurmar and Meenattoor, 20000, The
objective of this study is ro identfy the suit-
able clones and wapping sysiems for success-
ful rubber cultivarion in Mizoram.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The experiment was latd our in the
farm of the Regional Research Station of the
Rubber Research Tnstitute of India, ac
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