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Actinomycetes from the rhizosphere soils of Gve clones of robber wiere lested againgt Couevioium aal-
meanicodor, the pathogen causing pink disease on rubber.  One of the isolates had an inhibition
zone ¢ 40 mm when testad in agar meditrn and caused lvsis of the myeelinn uplo @ distance of
200mm tfrom the indculated poing i 72 h Séevile (uliber twigs Treabed with fhe svtinomycete
ulsu prevented the wrowih of Coselmenicalor. The actinoryeste was found to survive in Lhe
bark of rubther tree for one month under fidd conditions.  Application of actimomyecte broth
culture on infected Lrees indicate promise io cont olling pink diseuse,

Kep wuredi o= ffeven brasilivesds, Pink Jiseuse, Corticinm semasivolor, Biologicu] vontrol, Acling-
myecte. [ndia.

. 1
Kachuthresiamma  loseph {for correspondencel, R Kothandaramun, Jucob Mathew and
K. Juyaradmam, Rubber Rescarch Institute of India. Kottayam—s86005, Trdia.

INTRODUCTION portant as they produce anlibiotics. A

surveyY conducted by the Rubber Rescarch
Institute of India showed thai soils of
rubher plamations are rich  with  sctino-
MYCCIes Anfaganistic Lo pathogens of rubber
(Kochuthiesikumma e @, 1988). Omn testing
the actimomyeeres isolated from the thiro-
sphere of rubber and soil [or antagonism
dgaiimst  C. safmonicelor, one isolale re-
corded  wvery high  astaponistic  activity,
This paper describes the possible wse of
this actiomycele for controlling the pink
disease of rubber,

Pink discase of cubber |(Feven hrasifensis)
(Willd, ©x Adr. de JTess.) Muelll Arg]
causcl by the fungus, Cwrfichum safmioni-
cofor Bark. & Br, is one of the serious
diseazes. Application of 10 set cent Bordeauy
paslie, 025 per cent Thiride in pelroleum
lelly  (Edalhil and Radhakrishna Pitlai,
1974) or 2.5 per cemt Calban m 1 per cend
ammoniated  rubber latex  (Edathil and
Kuruvilla, 1983} 13 the recommended control
measure.  Though fungicides are indispen-
sable to aitain high agriculiural produe-
tivity, there is o growing comnvern abomt
their harmlul effect to man and wild life.
Environmental  pollution 15 another

MATERIALS AND METHDDSW

Soutce of actinomycets

aspect of concern apd  of late, biological
confrol of plant discaves iz considersd safe
and economic. Amomg the varous hin-
control  agencies, actinomycetes are  im-

Actinomyeete fsolates from the rthizo-
sphete of five clones of Flevea were sub-
jecled to gross streuk  assay  acainst €

seefmoniicofor following the method of Grove




