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FIELD EVALUATION OF SOME NEWER INSECTICIDES
AGAINST BARK FEEDING CATERPILLAR
AETHERASTIS CIRCULATA INFESTING RUBBER

K. Javarathnam, C. R, Mehry and Y. T, Jose
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Effcctiveness of five insecticidal dusts (earbaryl, fenvalerate. HCH. meihyl parathivn and guinal-
phios) was evaluated against the bark-feeding culerpillur, Actfrerastis efrenfora Meyr.  feeding
on the bark of Hewa beedliensin. Al the insecticidal applivations were significantly
supetior o conirol.  Fenvalerate, methy] purathion and quingdphos proved 1o be muore cifective

in relalive performance.
conirel of this pest.
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INTRODUCTION

In recent ycars Aetherastis ofveulata Meyr.
(Ypoenomeutidae: Lepidaptera), the bhark-
feeding culerpillar which was considered
to be of momor  importance and  of
sporadic  nature, appeared as o severe
endemic pest or Tubber, cypecially in Trichur
district of - the central Keralz region,
in addition to their ocourrence in the
Southern districts of Kerala and Kanva-
kumari district of Tamil Nadu (Nehru ef o,
1983; 1987y, First relerence ahout this
pest was made by Rumakrishna Tyer {1938),
It was generally observed that high rainfall
had an adverse etfect om the imcidemce of
bark lceding caterpillar, and low ruinfall
or absence of rain always favourcd imcrease
of pest population. The pest was found
active throughout the vear [cedinp on
diffcrenu allernative
Muacaranga  peltaia,

host plants such as
Michaelia champace,

Terminalia cafappa. Delopix regia, Moriuga
oleiefera and Mangifery indica but  was
most active on rubber from October to May
(Mehtn ef af, 19571, The caterpillars build
gallerics on the trunk and branches with
chewed hark, facces and silk and live inside.
They feed imitially an the dead corky bark.
The [inul iostar caterpillars fecd decpor to
pupate. and latex ocozes out from these
points.  These points, from  where latex
ooses, facilitate easy entry of fungal patho-
gens during rainy  season, causing  hark
disenses like canker and bark rot (Jaya-
rathnam, 19800, Of the .two common
species of hark feeding caterpiliars infesting
rubber, Aerherastic circuftig 1s more sewere
and abuomdunl than  Prechorpefis  rosavia,
Severe tneidence of Adetherastiy  ciretfata
was conbimuously recorded even in high
rainfall belis of tubber since 1980 due to
the occurrchee  of prolonged  drousht
in  comseculive  ycars, Severe  incidence




