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Mine modern clooes uf Aeveer brusiffamy were morphelogically characterised at the age ul” i4
months, planted in the field al a spacing of 6.7 x 3.4 m.  Morpholegical purameters slutied
were najure of buds oand leal’ scars, shape ef leaf storey and characteristics of petioles,

pelinlules and  lealleis
spacing] of the same age.

The observations were condficmed  with oursery planls (60 = B} cm
Sced murphology was dlso used to
Clenes wary 0 vespect of e different chacecters  stodied.

ifentifly (he clonal trecs.
A combination of dilferent

charuciers hus e be laken into consideration for the wlenification of ciones at rouag age.
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INTRODUCTION

Clanes of Flevea brasifiousis (Willd, ex.
Adr de Jusg) Musll, Arg. in general do nedt
exhibit highly comspicuous and very distinet
varkalions e marphological  characters,
Enowledge o relutively consistent charac-
terfatics of a clone will enable plapters to
idetify  dilferent clones  recommoended  for
planting. It will help them 1o muke sure
that Lhe right clomes are procured and used
[or plapling. However, only little ¢ffort has
been made to study in detai! the morphology
of different Heveg clones (Dijkman, 1951
Dolhamus, 1962; Silva amd  Salchuihanan-
thavale, 1961 and Jayasekara er af., 1994
In the presenl investigation. an attempt is
made to characterise nine modern clones of
Hevew brasilicasis ai their  juvenile  stape.
Sced  morphological characters which are
useful in clone idemtification are  also
dliseugsed.

MATLRIALS AND MLETHONRS

The sty was carried out with mine clones
{Table 1) of premising yiekd potenlizl. Gud-

T

ded stumps of these ¢lones were planted
polivbags. The plants raised m the bags
were transplanted 1o the ficld, at nine monihs
growth, during the 1989 plapting seasan.
The trial was laid out at the Txperiment Sia-
tiom (Kottayamy of the Rubber Rescarch In-
stitnte of india in ¢ randomized block design.
The spacing adopted was 6.7 x 3.4 m.  For
eacly of the clones, characters were recorded
from fifteen planis, live cach randomly sclec-
tedd irom three replications, when the planiy
were at an age of 14 months.  Tar the des
criplion of axillary buds, leat’ slomey wid lea-
ves, the topmosl mature Nush was naed, Leaf
soar was studied fram the nodes just aller leaf
shedding. The lerminologies soggestad by
Dyijkman (19510, Sfayasekera «f o/ (1984} and
Lawrence (1967 have been used.  Five fully
cxpanded leaves, onc cuch Jrom, different
plancs of cach clone were used for Yuuntily-
ing length of peiiole and petiolule, angle of
insertion of petiolules and leal area. Al the
three leallets ol each Jeal were measured 1sing
a leaf area meter. Data on quantitative
characters were subiccted to statistical ana-
Tysis,




