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An cxperiment was conducred o assess the eco-physinlopical suswinabilicy of wrosing o vs un interersp in mubber
irs the Thenar aren o West Bengal anl w identify the optimum spacing for both duw crops. Faur dillerent combinaions
of rubber incerplaneed with wa. alobg with puse suliler end teaas aomls wers comsidersd. Besales proved chac
glowth of robber was better urider intercrupped ploes than pure crop.  Girthing of rubber (5 x 3 m, one row)
intercropped with tea (1 x 0h6 m. 10 vemes) was significanly higher than e Tooabe e ruliber stnd 05 = Smt,
Hiir,]u.'r giih ol e weas alserved 10 pure wrop srand [1 % 0.6m) followed by paired rows (18m x 3x3) incerplanwed
with ten (1 % 0.6m, 18 rows]. Yield of groon tea leaf was found ra be highzr in pure cea stand than in the other
vearmente, The weoounerative indca warcked v o up e sicch year of planting indicaced the beneficial effect of

rubber intercropped with tea.
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Integration of an imercrop wirh rubber
during the immature phase of its cultivation
can be usehud for mazimum land usc cfficiency.
Ir alsa generates income so that a farmer can
sustain his family during the unpraducrive
petind.  Banana, pinsapple and coffec arc
reporied o be good intercrops during early
growth phasc of rubber {Chandrasekhara,
1284; Rajasckharan, 1989; Rodrigo et s,
1997, Jessy et al, TY9H, Roy e af, 2001,
Tahiranam and Perera, 2002). Timber trees
like tcak and mahagony arc also rcported as
intercrops with rubber (Rodrige er af., 2002},

In the Dooars arca of North Bengal, rubber
cultivation is found to he promizing though
the fand is only marginally suirable (Rao ez al.,
1993), "lea cultivacion 15 dominane in chis area
due to the favourable agrodimaric conditions
like high rainfall, low s0il pH and high relative
humidiry. Tea prices are ofien Nuctuating and
i.l‘.lr: gr{ nveTs gtt ‘.-'1:1'}' Pﬂlﬂlr TLTLITT)S “’h{‘ll Pljcﬂs
are low.  Rubber is suggested as a snirable
intercrop as a source of addidonal income and
an insurance against low 1ea prices.
Interplanting tea wilh rubber is T{:p{'.nrt::d w be
suitable cultural practice in Sri Lanka for
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