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[0 an experiment to evatuare the efficacy of different methods of control of lemun grass (Cymébopogon citrane) weeds
ity imenacuee rehber plantation, glrphosate spraying ar the rate of 3 Liha (1.2 kg ai‘ha} was the maost effective and
ecanomical treatment. Buth uprooting and slashing of lemon grass were uneconomic, Spraying of paraguat
2.25 Liha (0,54 kg ai'ha) for up o seven rounds wichin che experimencal period of 280 days was not cffective,
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The contral of weeds in immarure
rubber (Hepea brasiliensss) plantations ac-
counts for more than 34 per cent of the to-
tal cost of cultivation during rhar phasze
(Pothen er 2f, 1988). Excessive growth of
weeds in the plantations affects the growth
of rubber plants and causes serious inconve-
nience for various estate operariens like ma-
nuring and plant protection {Mathew & af,
1984). Cover crop establishment is also hin-
dered by excessive weed grawth. The in-
creasing cost and scarcity of labour may ren-
der the manual control measures unviable
i the near future (Mani e 2l., 1989}, The
possibility of weed control by the applica-
tion of herbicides in rubber plantations has
been demonstrared (Kalam and Punnoose,
19759; Mathew et &, 1977}, Chemical weed
control methods have the advantages thar
they de not disturb the soil surface and ex-
pose the soil te erosion, and are less time

consuming {Marthew ¢ al, 1984).
Glyphosate (N — Phosphomechyl glycine)
controls most of the narrow-leaved weeds and
some broad-leaved weeds in rubber planta-
tions (Mani et &f, 1987).

Cymbopogon is an importane genus of
aromatlc grasses with abour 120 species, of
which nearly 27 accur in India (Kumar &
al, 1997). They include cultivaced, semi-
wild and wild species. The chief constiru-
ent of the oil extracted from it is cirral, which
is the starting material for the preparation
of cosmetics, perfumes and synthetic vira-
min A, The lemon grasses are hardy, grow
under a variety of conditions, spread very fast
and have become a threar to immarture rub-
ber planearions in many locations. Slashing
and upreoting have been the tradirional
method of control of this weed. However,
these methods are very labour intensive and
expensive, Therefore, an experiment was laid
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