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Corymempaoni cuszliceds causing leal diseases of Heve is considened 1o be a serious problem in most
uf the rubher growing countries. Preduction of a pathogenesis related {PR]protein B-1-glucanase
upen infecHon was tested in four donws of Meoen, Considerable variakility i the b1 3 chacionase
activity of enzyme was cbzerved among different clones dubng pathegenesis, ncreased enzyme
activity was fornd in the tlerant done (C17 1), while a docrease was obssrved Inthe susceptible
(RRII 1015). Thtee promineat B-1,3-glucanase isozyne bands were detected by 17.5 per cont FACE
m the belarant olone. .
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INTRODUCTION

Leaf disease caused by Corynespora
(Berk. & Curt) Wei. has been
reported from vatious rubber growing
countrics, Earlier it was considered tobe a
minor problem confined to mubber nurseries.
The first report of Corynespora cassticola on
rubber was by Deighton (1936). Later the
disease was reported from India
{Ramakrishnan and Pillai, 1961}, Malaysia
(Mewsam, 1961}, Nigeria {Awoderu, 1969),
Indonesia (Situmorang and Budimarn, 1554),
Drazil {Jungueira et al., 1985}, Sri Lanka and
Cameroon (Livanage et af., 1986}, Thailand
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{(Pongthep, 1987}, Bangladesh {Rahman,
1988}, and Vietnam {Dung and Hoan 1995).
Recently severe incidence of this discasc on
mahure trees was reported from Karmataka
slate in India (Rajalakshmy and
Kothandaraman, 1996). Chemical control
has been adopted for the control of this
disease in the field. The high cost and
environmental impact of sprayving®are the
undesirable etfects of chemical contrel.
Alternative methods involving biochemical
or genetic manipulations of host-pathogen
interaction have been found to increase the
resistance to [ungal pathagens in a number




