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PHYSICAL AND MECHANICAL PROPERTIES OF RUBBER WOOD
' FROM KARNATAKA
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Strength properties in green and air dry cunditions based on tests conducted on small elear
specimens oblainc from eight logs of feoen brasitiosis {rubber} wood from Sullia region of
Karnataka have been reportel. The comparative suifability indices and safe working stresses
have also been evaluated amd reported.  The remlts abtained have beon cumpared with rabber
wirad from Kerala and Malaysia. The strength properties of rublor winsd from Karmataka wers
glightly higher than those of Kerala rubber wood and less Lhan those of Malaysian rubber woad,
Raabber wood from spent Hever brasifiensiz lrees could be efficiently osed for a variety of usrs
such as hatmiture, door and window shullers, mamifactue of Pracking coses, tool hand ok, etc,
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INTRODUCTTON preliminary survey of literature on the
utilisation of rubber wood outside the
country showed that it i already in wide
usce for various purposes, 1t was used in
woud working as a substitute for high
coloured domestic ware and subsequently
: ' for furniture {Niclson, 1986}, Owing to its
end uses. For furniture, construction and ., shrinkage, good dimensional slability
sports goods manufacture, a large number 5 ttracrive colour {Cheow, 1982; Ho and
of secondary species have been considered Choo, 1982 and Tew and Sim, 1982), the
of which Hevez brasiliensis (rubbor) wood is wood is preforred in Malavsia for farniture
one. Rubber wood resources in India are 314 ales as an alternative species in the
sufficiently large. The estimated annual o praduction of knoek down furmiture,
production of rubber wood in the country Operational trials carried out in Sri Tagka
Is about 1.25 millien nv’. {Sunder Rejan, (Rykovic, 1974) have shown Lhat it & a
1989} of which about 60 per cent constitutes commercially promising wood for the

stem wood and the rest branch wood.  anufacture of particle boards. Tt has a
Rubber wood has been hitherto used mainly potential as cellwlosic material {Forest Re

as fuel (Wong and Razali, 1982). A search nstitute Ke Pong, 1980) and inferior

it India, wood hased industeies like
furniture, paper and pulp and panel product
are facing acutce shortage of conventional
timber. The altcrmative is in the use of non-
convenlional secondary species for different
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