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leaf njcrogen status of inunacuce cubler. Mzmna! Rebber Reearsh, 17(1) : 67-73,

The grwih and leaFnicrogen status of immatwee cichber { Fevea Bragiéfensis) wees (clone RRIT 105) which received 50
ot 73 percent ol the ecommended dose of 2F a3 NI Mg tablets or 75 per ceim as neemn extracs coated or necm cake
mssedd wrea were comparable o those which received the full dose as prilled urea in oo Geld experiments conducted
in the cencrad region of the tradivional ribber growing tract of [ndia, during 1994 (0 1948, Single low dose of N
applied as NP Mp tablers was comparable to splic doses of odher Fertilizers in terms of groweh (ginh} of the planes.
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INTRODUCTION

Urea, dhe cheapest source of nitrogen
ferailizer 15 lighly soluble and ofien subjected
to subscantial loss through leaching and
volatilisation, These lesses coneriburte o the
leww ctficiency of the ferrilizer use by crops
{Soong, 1973 Bronson and Maosier, 1991}
and the centamination of ground water
(Adetun)i, 1994). The vse of controlled re-
lease fertilieers s reparted to reduce the loss
of nurrients through lcaching and run ofl,
wlich helps to 1aineain che nutrients in the
sail Tor o prolonged period {de Silva er af,
1995}, These features of contralled release
fercidizers would (hus lead to reduced fre-
queocy and lower races of application with
substantial savings in labour and rime. Re-
sponse to the application of controlled re-
lease fertilizers for rublber (Hevea brasifiensis)
have been reporced (Yusof e 4/, 1995).

Among the sources of N, wrea form was the
besr o supporre the growth and development
of young rubber plants in por culcure
(Karthikakutnyamma er af., 1994}
ever, infarmation on the effect of controlled
release fertilizers on the field performance of
‘The
abjective of the present work was o seudy
the effects of different controlled release for-
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bmmarare rubber in India is limigeed.

tilizers 10 comparison to convendonal feril-
1zers on the growth and leaf nitrogen status
of tmmature rubber crees.

MATERIALS AND MLETHODS

Two ficld experiments were laid our,
one {Experiment 1} ar the Central 'Experi-
ment Station of the Rubber Research Insti-
rute of India at Chethackal, Parhanamthitoa
Dhistrict, Kerala [I{mgitudcr 9 220N, ladirude
76° SO, 100 m above MSL) and the other
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