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Tweney five modern lones of rubber (Kevear brasilienris were evaluared For tolerance o abnormal laaf fall disease
cawsed by Pewopiibera spp., consecutively for seven vears under stanclard prophylactic sprav. T rials each
comsalamyg of 13 cunes weee included jn the cvaloation, High leaf retention was noticed in the clone RRTT 163
clugely Bollowed by BRID S whibe icwas poor i RRIM 703, RRIM &3, Haiken 1, FR 250, PR 260 and PR 314,
Eainfall was found to he a I'I'I:le]T jart::lis[:nsing Frctor i.l'l.ﬂ.lletl'cit!lg the discase d{'\'clopmmt.

Fov wards Abinarmal leaf fall. Hevea arasifiensis, Clone evaluation, #heepbtiore,

[NTRODUCTION

leaf fall causcd by
Plytaphehora spp. 15 the most destrucave
discase of rubber (ferea frasidiessis) i Sourh
India {Edathil er &, 20008, The disease was
first reported during 1910 ac Palapilly in
Trichur Driscrice of Eerala Stare (McRac,
i9149). This diseaze recurs annually during

Abnarmal

the sourthwest monsoon period (Rama-
krishnan and Pillay, 19614). Ao annual vield
lass ol 9-16 per cent 3 estimated due o the
chisease (Jacob &f wf, 1989). The cumulative
crop loss was reported to be 30-50 per cent
(Pillay er @i, 1980). Besides the direct
offect en vicld, the discasc also favaurs weed
vrowth due to sparse canopy, ultimaely
increasing the input costs (Jacob ez al..
LOgE),

Omne of die efhicient methods of pro-
tection against the disease s the ose of toler-
ane / resistant cubovars, Al the high yield-
ing clones are susceptible o this disease

under Indian conditions. The dones PB 86,
PB 235, PB 200, FB 311, PR 25459, RIUM 60,
RRIM 628, RRIM 703, RRII 3, PR 107,
PR 255, PR 261, Thir 1 and Thir 16 are
found o be susceptible to this disease while
RRII 105, Gl 1, GT 1. PB 217 and BD 10
arc obscrved o rerain more Jeaves than the
swsceptible clones undet one raund of pre-
monsoon prophylactic spraving (Rama-
krishnan and Pillay, 1961b; Pillay ez 21,
19800, which is a regular practice in South
Indiz. [However, when left unsprayed, these
clones are observed to be affected severcly,
under conducive weacher conditions. Lvalu-
ation of clones for discase ralerance is a pre-
requisice (or heir farge-scale planting. The
present study was aimed ar evaluasing the
relative performance of 25 modern clones
under a simlar prophylactic tungiadal spray.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Two field experiments laid ouc at che
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