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“Wintering pattern and floral biology of 25 clones of Heveg brasilimsis were studied n two
tonsecutive years. Most of the modern high yielding cones were found 1o cxhibit partial
wintering. The intra.clonal dillerences in (he maturity of male and temnale flowers seem to
play a mdjor role in the prevalonce of aut croesing. 5o, while sélecting parents for a polyclonal
seed garden, care shoeld alio be taken to ensare that the peak perieds of maturily of male and
female flowers overlap as far as possible. Flowering in 145 wwas accomplished two to six
weeks in advance Lhan during 1994, The continbed drought and 5001 oisture stress experienced
frosn Decernber 1994 onwards might be the main faciors which induced an early wintering and
[lowering in 1945%  The early Howering during 19495 has triggered & second round of Bowering
during the same season, cesulting v an extemsion of the flowening period,
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1M TRODUCTIONN most of the modermn clones is rather meagre.

Wintering and flowering in flepan clones
vary depending on the age of plants, loca-
tion, agro-climatic conditions, ele. {George
et al, 1967, Meenattoor o al., 1985), The
present work forms part of a systemalic
study om the wintermmg pattern, Horal bio-
logy and anthesis of alarge number of Heven
clones under the agro-climatic conditions in
Kanyvakumari District of Tamil Nadu.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

In India, most of the polycross
gardens and breeding orchards of H.
brasilienrsis are established in Kanyakumari
District of Tamil MNadu, the area being
selected in due consideration of the low
mcidence of discascs, By present standards,
the component clones of the existing secd
gardens are rather old. It is essential that
newer clones be studied for inclusion in
polyclenal seed gardens. Precise data on
the floral biolegy and anthesis of different
clones is an essential pre-requisite for breed-
INg pProgramines. '

A systematically laid cut breeding
orchard consisting of 25 clones planted in
1387 at the Hevea Bresding Sub-station,

Though much work has been donein Kanyakuman was selected for the study.

this direction {Edgar 1958, George et al,
1967, Mcenattoor ¢t af., 1989, Sedgley and
Attanavake, 1986), knowledge on the win-
tering pattern, floral biclogy and anthesis of

All the clomes were planted in a compact
area of 2.5 ha. The planting was at a wide
spacing of 12 m x 12 m to ensure  the
TAXIMUIN  CXPICSSIon of characters of
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