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EFFECTS AND ECONOMIC VIABILITY OF INTERCROPPING
COOKING BANANA WITH RUBBER IN NIGERIA
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The wtm ol wilercropping loed and
perennidal crops wilh cubber is maxinmum
utilization of the aspace between ruows of
rubbher troes belore canwpy closure. This
approach not only capitaliges on he natural
resouree base, bul also safepnards it, such
thal resource usc is more efficiont and
susiamalb:le. Fayne {1985} pointed out that
nlegrated cropping systerns could Do of
vital importance in a world with a rapidly
growing popuiation, The absence of indo-
rrated cropping systems in tropical Lree
crop planlations such as rubbor leads Lo
gross nnder-utitization of the nataral re-
suaree base of the environment {Tan et al,
19t Pashparajah and "l'an, 1970; Watson,
1GR3,

Intereropping lood crops has rarely
been Lavoured i large rubiber plantations,

bul bas beun a Lracitional practice in small
holdings. The possibilities tor intercrapping
perennials with rubberaze much lesser Lhan
with annual food erops due to competilion
and light msufficiency. However, perennial
crops such as banana, plantain amd pineap-
ple have wiven promising vield and guick
cconemic returns (Melis, 19985 Banana is
very suitable for small farers, provided
there is a mwrkel for the leuit mnd it can
provide a reasonable: ecash retum for a
relatively small labour mput {Lim, 14964).

Information is lacking s the
Itereropping system of cooling Laning
with rebber in Nigeria.  This work was
thorofore, aremed at studying the effects of
cooking banana ov cadaba a! different
spacings, on growil of Fleger, viells of
banann and economic viability of the
syslem. -




