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Growth and initial yield of ben Hees clones were studied under the agroclimatic conditions
of Assam in Notth East India. RRIM 600 exhibited the highest girth in juvenile stage closely
fillowed by PR 235 and RRIT 1'%, At the immatare stage, PB 235 showed the highest girth
tlosely followed by RRIM 600 and  RIII 118 RRIM &K shoossd the highest girth after fhe
cummcnccment of tapping, durng mature stage also, dosely followed by PB- 86 and BRI 118,

Poor growth as well as low rubber yieh]l was chserved in all the ten dones during winter
mondhs characterized by low teamperature from Deceniber 9 March combined wilh the wintering
and refoliakion stresses. High DR of litex, low drv rubber yicld and high phigging index
were ebserved in all len clones during May te Aogust. An increasing trend in the yielding
pattern was observed from Aupusl onwaeds 10 all the clones with 2 maximum in Nuw;-mbi_r
RRIM &) had the highest yield for the fiesl three years of tupping followed by BRI 105
and PR 235 with minimum in Gl 1.
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INTRODUCTION

Assam region ofNorth East{NE) India
s one of the non-traditional areas where
rubber cultivation is attempted due to non-
availability of potemtial fand for further
expansion of cultivation in the traditional
mbber growing zone. The tnajor environ-
mental constraints for growth and produc-
Livity of rubber in NE India is the prolonged
winter with low temperature which affects
the growth of Hewea and imcreases the
gestation period by one or two years than
in the tradibonal zone. Very limited in-
formation is available om the effect of low

temnperature on the growth of Hever clones
{Sethuray of al, 1989). The effect of low
termperature on yield and yield components
in this region are also nol known though
such infermatien is available for the tra-
ditional zone (Rao ef al., 1988). The present
study therefore was taken up to evaluate
the growth and vield of ten Heves clones
underthe prevailing agroclimatic cogditions
of Assam in NE India,

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The study was conducted inten Herea
clones {ERII 105, KR1L 118, RRIT 203, RRIM




