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The cteer of debayed openizuy and deluyed pudling our of budded planrs of Heres frasilieniis on budding success,
urlabebissnean anc growth of veurg plants was snadied, Boch delayed opening and delayed pulling oue didd not show
auy Willoence onthe clomoens ebserved. Significnne differenecs herwoen creanrmens exdsted only for nwmiber of stock
sherots prighicsd. The practics of reraining longer snags and nicking of spag buds had ne discernible wdvanrage in che

produstion of poly bag plants.
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INTRODUCTION

Vegerarive propagation of high yield-
ing clonal materials by bud grafting is the
cornmon method of producing planting
macerial of Hevea brasiliensis for raising plan-
tation. The process of bud graliing involves
replacement of a patch of bark of the stock
plant wich chat of the scion plant pesscssing
a dormant bud. 'The grafred portion s chen
handaged using polythene rape to keep the

bud pacch tighty pressed on the stock plant. -

As a standard practice, the bandage 15 re-
taincd for at least 20 duvs by which rime
the scion bud parch unires with che sinck
plant and gets established as a part of che
stock plant. Successful grafts are then polled
aut and stumped for planting {Hurove,

1960; Tinley, 1202; RRIM, 1064;

Maratrukalam and Saraswachyamma, 1992;
Marartukalam and Mercykutry, 20009, Even
though this methed gives very good bud-
ding success, many farmers claim char de-
laving the opening of the budding (removal
of the polythene wtrip) and pulling out of
plants results in higher percentage of suc-
cessful budding and establishment in
polybags. These claims were based on ran-
dom chservations made on a small number
of plants.

Green budded stumps when planted
n polybags often show high percentage of
casualry due o die back, Farlier stuilfics con-
ducted in Malaysia and Sri Lanka indicared
that retennan of long snag and nicking of
snag buds favourably influence the establish-
ment and growth of green budded scumps
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