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The incidence and severity of powdery mildew disease crused by Oidium bevees were assessed in forty cloncs of Hevea
brasifiensis in different experiments in Assam, Meghaluya, Tripura and northern West Beagal. Ac the macure stage of
growth, the severity of powdery mildew diserse was cvaluated for thice consecutive years dunng the peaks time of (he
thisease [(March-April} after winreting, Sixteen clones were found oo be moderately oolerane witch infection grades
ranging frans 1.5 10 2.5, Due to repeated massive premature defoliation caused by the disease duting March to May,
die-hack was noticed subscquendy in clanes PB 551, PB 235, RE1L 300, RRIT 31, RRII 105, RRI1 5, REIL 430 and
RRIC 103, These clones are cherefore mted as highly susceprible ro powdery mildew discase.
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Rubber (Fevea brasiliensis Muell. Arg.)
is emerging as an imporeant plantation crop
it Norcth East India and northern part of
West Bengal. One of the limitarions for rub-
ber culdvation in these regions is occurrence
of powdery mildew discase caused by
Chidsum beveae. Mondal es wd (1994} reported
that owing to the extensive rubber cultiva-
tion, the outbreak of powdery mildew dis-
ease has become very common in all che rub-
ber growing regions of North East [ndia. The
severity of the discase varies with the par-
tern of wintering, clones, leaf age, planting
densities, age of plants, location, elevation
and environmental facrors (Liyanage, 19706;
Mondal ez 24, 1998), Severe incidence of
powdery mildew disease in the absence of
chemical control in the clone RRIM 600 has
been reported leading ta heavy crop loss {Yu

Zhuorong, 1989; Jacab er 24, 1992). In
addition, repeated artacks resule in poor
canopy, with consequent adverse effects on
girthing and bark renewal {Wastie and
Mainstone, 1969; Lim, 1974; Mondal & &,
1998; Mondal and Jacob, 2002). It is there-
fore essential to evaluate the severity of pow-
dery mildew disease on rubber clones in
north-tastern region including norchern
West Bengal. The severity of powdery mil-
dew discase on forty H. brasiliensis clones
were evaluated ar different tesearch farms in
this zone and reported in this study.

The experimental material consisted
of mbber plantations under tapping in dif-
ferent research farms of Regional Research
Stations of Rubber Research Institute of In-
dia located at Sarutari in Assam, Ganolgre
in Meghalaya, Taranagar in Tripura and

Curmespondence: 5., Mondal (Email; gopglchmma@nlhberbmrd.org.irﬂ

A S



