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A suevey nm the accnrrcnce of epiphytes on rubber crees of different age proups was made ac Rregional Experiment
Stacion, RRIT, Rubber Board. Nagrakat:, Talpaiguri in the northorn pare of West Bengal as they could be indicanons
of atmaspheric pollution and agroclimatic changss. The epiphviic grorwth was e Mrequene on older wees and ic
increased wieh age of erees, Thiz coubd be because the ald bark fwith tough sucface] provide good hold for the

development and growih of epiphytes,
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Lipiphyues such as orchids, ferns, moss and
lichens depend on other plants for structura]
support and anchorage. They are imporrant
components of a natural ccosysiem and play
significant coles that include betrer
interception and rerention of rainwater
(Hoelscher ez af, 2004) and nitrogen fixation
(Bermudes and Benzing, 1991}, They actasa
source of food for birds and other animals
([lierz, 1998). Lpiphyws are powerful
bioiogical indicators of environmental health.
They are vory sensitive to climaric changes
(Hicez, 1998: Nadkarni and Solano, 2000
Cignac, 2001) and atmospheric pollurion
(Hauck, 2003}). Monttoring the epiphyte
populacion 1n a region will help in a peneral
asscssment on the environmental healch of chat

tegion. The sbundance of epiphytes on rubber
trees compared o two popular forest trees eak
(Tectona grandis) and jarul {Lagestroemia
flosreginag) has been reporied (Jacob er af.,
2002).

Tu the forest tree species that grow in the
foat hills of Himalayas luxuciant growth of
cpiphytes on the older trees is a commaon
fearure. 'The present study examined the
growth of narurally eccurring epiphyres on
marure rubber tees of different ages (Fig.1).
The epiphytes were scored in the Regional
Lxperiment Station of Rubber Research
[nstitute of India ar Nagrakata i nerffhern
West Bengal. The average rainfall in this
location is 3966 mm and the mean maximum
and minimum temperarurcs are 29.6 and
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