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Comvenlivnal Brown budded slumps, twe vear old brown budded stumps grafied al one yeoar's
stock growth amd allowed to grow wiimow euliing buck, two year old budded stwnps gralied
at teo wveurs stock growth and green bodded  s(umps rawed in polvbags for rwo monts gnd
4 months were compared for eld establishioenl and  carly  prowth at Tripura condilions.
Fousreen monlhs old green added polybag plans performed beter than the others wilh respecl
tr plunl height and nomber of Aushes of leawves w1 nine menibs growih and girth throaghour
the period of study.  The conventionn! budded stamps initially did not show sood perfor-
mance, but in subsequant years the diffcrence in girlh nareowed down wod ihere was no
aignilivant Jillerence hetween difcrent treatments, except 14 mooth uld green bodded palyhag

planls.
ol paalyhae plars.
successfully as small polvbar plands,
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From the cetablishment point of view, the best performance was for the two months
Unier conditions of best masaeement, Dudded slomps could e wsed as
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INTRODUCTION

UOme of the most impartant gspects m plan-
tation management is shortening Lhe wnpro-
ductive phase so that carly return from m-
vestment is ensured.  Rubber being a crop
with compatutively lopg  pestation period,
thrust should be on reducing the immalure
phase.  This s paritcularly important in the
non-tradiiomal regions where the cultivation
g extended against odds such as marginal
situations, other agroclimatic featores atnul
uiskilled management.  Planting technique
and carly management gpracticcs  count
a kot in the establishment, early growth amd
uniformity of stand in the pluptaiion frem
the beginning lo the malure phase.  Advan-
ced planing matenal like polvbag plants
have heen known to reduce immalurity

pericd by six to nine monchs and choive of
the right type of planting materials is thus
imporiant.

Shvanadvan ef af. (1972 bave repocted that
while budded stumps took 69 months to
altain maturity, large polvbag plants ook
omly 60 maoirths im Malaysia. Shepherd {1967)
reported Lhal polybag plants at two whorl
slaze had an immaturily period of 59 monlhs
only compared to field brown budded plants
which had about 67 months of mmaturity.
Simtkar results were also reported byPushpa-
rajah and Haridas {1977 Tn ihe traditioml
rubber prowing region of India, Pouy {1933)
reporled  thut al 7% months 73 per cemt
of polybag groert badided plants of two to
three whorl stage attained tuppable gieth,
whilc iv was only 39,3 per cont incthe gase of




