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A COMPUTER MODEL FOR ASSESSING AGRO-CLIMATIC AND
EDAPHIC FEASIBILITY FOR RUBBER CULTIVATION IN THE
TRADITIONAL TRACT

T. Vilasachandran, K. Usha, V. 5. Motial and M. E. Sharma

Vilasachandran, T., Usha, K., Motal, ¥. 5. and Sharma, M. R {19920, A Compuler model for
assessing agro-climatic and edaphic feasibility for rubber cullivation b the braditional tract.
Indimn Jorurmsl of Nirturil Rubber Bescarch, 5 (182) ;0 206-210.

A compater medel has besn desigmed to assess the apro-climatic and edaphic feasibitlty of an
area in traditional tract for commercial rubber culiivation.  This model devlsed in Lotus
1-2-3 employing nested @ IF function is useful to indloate B alitsbility of sn aresa againat sach
agro-climatic and edaphic factor bascd on pre- defined suitability indices and to infer the overall
agro-climatic and edaphic sultability of an area for comrnerdial rubber cultivation. The model
can accommadate changss in mitability indices and is user fricndly,

Koy words: Lotus 1-2-3, Mested @ IF funchon, Suitability indices, Hever.

T. Vilasachandran (far carrespondence], K. Usha, ¥, 5, Moetal and M. B, Sharma, Nationyal Bank
for Agriculture and [ural Development, P, B, o, 6552, Dr, Annie Besant Read, Worli, Bombay
- 40} ME, India.

INTRODUCTION procedure is employed here to develop a

Agro-climatic facters Like latitude, computer model for rubber.

altitude, temperature, relative humidity, EXPERIMENTAL
watcr availability, wind and edaphic fac-
tors like slope, soil type, depth, drainage,
water fable and pH have to be critically
assessed to ascertain the feasibility of an
area for commercial rubber cultivaton.
The basis of such an assessment is matching
these factors of an area with pre-defined
feasibility indices to arrive at the feasibility

‘The program has been devised in
Latus 1-2-3 emploving ‘nested @ IF func-
tion’, The @ IF funchion instructs 1-2-3 o
display a particular result if a condilion is
true and a different resalt if the condilion
is false. The funcHon makes fll use of
logical formulae and so is considered as a
logical function. The structure of the

decisions. .
function is :
Thetpmspects of employing comput- @ IF (condition, argugent 1,
crs for this purpose appears o be quite argument 2),
promising.  Such a cwomputer model for where
coconut cultivation was devised by ) . . .
Vilasachandran et gf. (1991). An identical condition’ is the condition being tested
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