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EARLY GROWTH PERFORMANCE OF SOME HEVEA CLONES IN
KONKAN REGION OF WESTERN INDIA
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Fifteen clones of Heven trasifiensis were evaluated for thelr carly growrth performance in 1w hon-
traditional rubber growing tract of the Kumkan. The vigour of the clones at the age of four yvesrs
was azeeaged in termis of ten morphological and anatomical traite. Clomal variation was stadicsd
and correlations worked oul. On Hhe basis of 4 growth index domes RRIL 6, RRIT 208, RIIM
6lo, PB 311, BRIl 105 and PR 260 were identified 48 betlay adapted b the shress siluation o the
Konkan tract,

Key words: Heoer busiliensis, Early perfummance, Groveth indes, Non-trad itinnak area, Konkan,
Inddia.

M. A Nazeer tfor comespondence), Joseph G Marattukalam, T, R Chand rasekhar, Kavitha |,
Mydin, D Pramnakumart and A 0. N. Panikkar, Rubber Ressarch Instibafe of Ldlta, Kattayam
- 686 O, Kerala, India,

INTRODUCTION

Konkan region of Woestarn [ndia {15°
to 207 N) is one of the non-traditional arcas
where rubber cultivation is attempted due
to non-availabilily of land for expansion of
the cultivation in the traditional rubber
growing tracts of india. In this region,
prolonged severe soil meisture deficit and
high summer terperatures are the major
environmental constraints affecting growth
and productivily of rubber {Chandrasekhar
et al., 1990), The adverse cffcct of environ-
mental conditions on early growth of
certain rubber clones has been reported by

FL brasilfensis at the age of four years
through a growth index. This is the first
r¢port of the performance of these clones in
this region.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Fifteen dones of Hevea brasiliensis
{RRII 5, RRIT 6, RRII 105, RRIT 208, RR1I 308,
RRIM &l)5, I’B 260, PR 314, PB 311, RRIC 52,
RRIC 100, RRIC 102, RRIC 105, PCK 1 and
PCK 2) were planted in a randomised block
design with three replications, during 1985.
The spacing adopted was 4m x 4m with 36
plants per plot. TDuring drought period

Sethuraj ef al. (1989}, In the prescnt paper,
an attempt has been made to assess the
carly growlh vigour of fifteen clones of

{Dccember to May) the plants were given
irigation at the rate of 40 lires per plant
al monthly milervals during 1985-86 and
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