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ECONOMICS OF RAINGUARDING : A. COMPARATIVE
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The comparalive cost advantages of two types of rainguanding of Tubber trees gre analvaad
on the basis of & ficld swvey., Using the survey datn and secondary information, an imvesti-
pation of the avergme vield which will justify rainguarding is also carried o through dis-
counied_cash flow analvsis.  The study found thut the minimuwm averzge yicld requited for
recommending rainguarding is 675 kg'ha.
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INTRODUCTION

Rainguarding is one of the technigues
suggested for enhancing rubber production
by incteasing the number of lapping days.
An estimated 75 to 100 tapping days arc
lost every year doring the rainy season
and rainguarding is recommended it 25 or
more tapping days are lost every year
{Scthuraj & George, 1980), Two lypes
of rainguarding are followed in Tndia:

(a) Palythene sheet raingnarding; i.c., fixing
the polythene sheet above the tapping cut
so as L cover the tapping panel (Fig. 1),
and

(b) Tapping shade rainguarding; i.e., fixing
the lapping shade above the iapping
pancl so as to divert the How of waler
{Fig. 2}

Wilh a view to finding the economics of
the two types of rainguarding z ficld study
was underfaken in Palal-Thodupmzha region

L

of Kerala in 1988, with the follewing abjec-
Tives:

(1) Relative cost differences belween the twe
tvpes of rainguarding,

(2} Performance of those types and

{3) Yield level at which rainguarding wil] be
justified,

MLETHODOLOGY

A sample population of 50 smalholdings
was selecled randomly from the Palai-
Thodupuzha region of Kerala, with: equal re-
presentation for polytheng sheel rainpuard-
ing and tapping shadc rainguarding, The
data were collected by mtenﬂfmmg the
growers andl visiting the fields.

The average vield at which rainguarding
is profitable has been caloulaied by the
approved method of economic evaluation
of investment ¥iz., the discounted cash flow
analysis (Kahlon &  Singh, 1980, ‘The




